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troops about to enter the conquered city, his horse fell on
its knees before the door of this mosque, and not long after
it was discovered that a crucifix, before which a little light
was burning, was embedded in the wall; so they named
the church the Christ of the Light However this may
be, the Christians did not hesitate, first, to seize this
sanctuary of an alien religion, and later to spoil it by
adding an apse for their altar; and, indeed, that is but one
example of what the Christians have continually done in
Spain, their religion here, at any rate, seeming to prove
an insuperable obstacle to any reverence for beauty or
fitness.
To-day, however, in spite of desecration, the little mosque
remains a very beautiful casket of Oriental workmanship,
for the most part in the state in which Alfonso found
it in 1085. Measuring only some twenty-one feet by
twenty, it is divided into nine tiny spaces by four low
round columns of marble, the capitals of which are each
carved after a different design. Four horseshoe arches
spring from each capital, while the intermediate walls,
pierced with various arcades supported on pillars, are
carried up to the roof. Intricate beyond anything in
European architecture, it is rather as a piece of carving)
some wonderful shell on which a goldsmith has spent
his genius and his leisure, that it appears to us, than as
a building laboriously contrived with stones and plaster*
The two synagogues S. Maria la Blanca, founded in
the twelfth century, and Del Transito, built by Samuel
Levi, a rich Jew, treasurer to Pedro El Cruel, and finished
in 1366, are both Moorish works of great interest They
seem to have been seized and desecrated by S. Vicente
Ferrar in 1405. This mad fanatic, who here in Spain is
in public estimation the equal of S. Teresa, is said to have
converted four thousand Jews in Toledo in the course of
one day. His brutality and cruelty should be proverbial,